SAMPLE LETTER TO YOUR REPRESENTATIVE
(Your return address)
(Date)
Dear Representative (last name)
I am writing to ask you to co-sponsor H.R. 4662, Lymphedema Diagnosis and Treatment Cost Saving Act of 2010, introduced on February 23rd by Congressman Larry Kissell of North Carolina.
Lymphedema is a chronic, progressive disease resulting from abnormal accumulation of lymph in body tissue. The most common cause of lymphedema in the United States is surgery or radiation for cancer treatment.

The bill has the goal of reducing total healthcare costs through avoidance of periodic infections, pain and disabilities resulting from this medical condition.

Specific goals of the bill are:

· to provide diagnosis and treatment of individuals with and at risk for lymphedema according to current medical treatment standards, including manual lymph drainage, compression bandages, garments, devices, and exercise;
· to enhance quality of lymphedema patient care by providing therapist qualification requirements;
· to provide for lymphedema patient education in the procedures for self-treatment so as to transfer the treatment from the clinical to the home setting;
· to encourage patient self-treatment plan adherence by providing necessary medical supplies for use at home;
· to expand patient access to qualified lymphedema therapy by extending coverage to qualified, trained lymphedema therapists who may practice under a qualified physician, physical therapist or occupational therapist.

This bill is projected to save hundreds of millions of dollars every year in avoidance of costs of treating preventable lymphedema-related cellulitis. This is a quality of care issue affecting insured patients and is complementary to healthcare access issues.

For further information please contact Bob Weiss at lymphactivist@aol.com.

Respectfully,

(Your name)
